Internal organization of plasma membranes during the acantholytic process. A freeze-fracture study.
The internal organization of plasma membranes was studied in seven subjects with pemphigus vulgaris and in one subject with familial pemphigus using the freeze-fracture technique. The results obtained seem to suggest that the acantholytic process is produced in a similar fashion whatever the pathogenic agent and that desmosomes represent the "target" membrane specializations in the acantholytic phenomena. The reduction and eventual disappearance of desmosomal particle aggregations is seemingly accompanied by an increase in gap junctions.